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Picture yourself in a year or so...
 
Are you where you want to be?  Are you doing what you
want to do?  Are you making money doing this thing
you love? Was that your goal?
 
 I myself wanted some kind of plan to get things started
with my own website, blog or side business but I had no
idea or concept on how to start a website from scratch. 
 I kept seeing all of these beautifully designed blog
websites and would wonder how they were made.  Was
it expensive?  Did they have it professionally made by
someone who does this for a living?  And how do I get
one of these  beautiful creations for myself to put all my
creativity and thoughts into and write about whatever
my heart desired while I made money doing it?
 
So I researched online and read numerous books and got
it started myself. "YOU ALREADY

HAVE WHAT IT
TAKES.  JUST PUT
YOUR PLAN INTO
ACTION."

Purpose
Domain
Hosting
WordPress
Logo Design
Homepage
About Me 
Blog Posts
Resources

 



What is it that you are
passionate about? What
are you excited to
share with everyone? 
 Are you an awesome
cook and can make
easy recipes with
pictures to follow for
your readers? Or are
you one of those who
can craft with just
about anything to make
beautiful ornaments or
knick knacks for the
house?  Whatever it is,
just remember that this
is your blog, nobody
else's.  So, if you want
to blog about comic
books or bird watching
then you do it! There
are endless categories
to choose from. 

"Ask yourself if
what you are
doing today is
getting you
closer to where
you want to be
tomorrow."

FINDING YOUR BLOG'S 
PURPOSE
If you already have your title, niche or anything
else thought out then you are already way ahead of
the game.  Well done!  If not then that is where we
will start.  Before I set up my website I needed to
figure out what it was that I was going to do with it
or sell on it before I started buying domain names
and creating logos and all the fun stuff like that.
What was it that I wanted to write about in my blog
posts that I could share with the world? 

You may have a few ideas or you may have one
solid idea which brought you here in the first place.  
You may even have a few different ideas to
combine into one website with a blog.  Just
remember that it is easier to blog about one or two
niches then it is to have to keep up with several
different categories. I learned this the hard way
when I was just starting out. My first blog got a bit
messy and cluttered with too many categories so I
had to simplify and stick to only one or two niches
(preferably one). You will see what I mean once
you start blogging on a regular basis. It always
goes back to that one niche you started your idea
with.
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 The purpose of a blog on a website is to connect
your website to an audience that is relevant to the
content on your blog and/or website for a much better
following. Your content includes keywords that are
constantly being searched through search engines and
social media so it is important to keep your website
content updated and keyword optimized with your
chosen niche for the best traffic results for your
targeted audience. 

What is it that you
want to help your
reader's do?  Who is
your ideal reader
and what do you
want to provide for
them with this
blog? 
 

I encourage you to
do some research of
other bloggers in
your niche and see
what it is that they
are doing to help
their readers.
 

 Are they offering
them incentives to
get them signed up
for their newsletter?
What is it that they
are offering? You
can usually see a
blog's purpose right
on their homepage.
See what stands out
to you on other
sites and be sure to
write these ideas
down so that you
can create
something similar. 
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Grab your pen
and let's

brainstorm
ideas!

A blog is short for "weblog" which is an online
informational website or journal in a certain niche. It
is a platform that writers can use to share
informational knowledge or views in the chosen
subject. There is often an area for readers to post
comments to add to the discussion of the topic. 
 
By blogging for your business website, this increases
your chances of ranking higher in Google search
engine result pages (SERPS) and thus increases
visibility of your website which is what you should
be striving for. 



DOMAIN
Y O U R  D O M A I N
N A M E  I S  Y O U R
B R A N D . . .

You want a domain name
that is easy to remember
and is matching to your
blog title. So you don't
want a domain like
cookiesforkids.com and
have your blog name be
Mom Life Cookies
because that will be a bit
confusing to your readers.
Just try to make it as
similar as possible if not
the exact same. 
 
Try to make it at least
two or three words long.
Anything longer than that
is hard for readers to
remember. 
 
Try to look for a .com
domain first which helps
you rank on google and is
much easier for people to
remember since it is the
most common. I
recommend you do a
domain availability
search first before you
choose your blog title just
in case you have to tweak
the name a bit.  
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Now everybody has their favorite
hosting company. I chose SiteGround
because I had some difficulty in the
beginning of my blogging experience
with a different hosting company.
SiteGround explained everything to me
and fixed some problems that the other
company was not explaining to someone
who was new to this. They stepped in
and walked me through several steps
that I didn't do when I registered for
hosting. I recommend them to anyone
who is a beginner blogger. 
 
SiteGround also has a domain name
availability feature to see if a domain
you like is available for purchase so
first and foremost head over to
SiteGround to find out if your chosen
domain is available for purchase and
register it right away.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.siteground.com/index.htm?afcode=b3115c218dcf2889f77af951f590850c
https://www.siteground.com/index.htm?afcode=b3115c218dcf2889f77af951f590850c
https://www.siteground.com/index.htm?afcode=b3115c218dcf2889f77af951f590850c
https://www.siteground.com/index.htm?afcode=b3115c218dcf2889f77af951f590850c


W E B S I T E  H O S T I N G

S I T E G R O U N D  W E B S I T E  H O S T I N G  

Once you have your domain chosen and registered you can choose
your hosting package. 
Siteground has 3 different plans to choose from with the best deals
for however many websites that you plan on getting. I would go with
the StartUp Plan which is where I started at and I love it.  It is for a
single website which is perfect for when you are just starting out. 

If you plan to have multiple websites then I would go with the
GrowBig Plan which is a great value for more than one website and
has many features that you won't get with the StartUp Plan. 

The GoGeek Plan is perfect for people with e-commerce or larger
sites that require more advanced (or geeky) development such as GIT
integration and staging. 
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https://www.siteground.com/index.htm?afcode=b3115c218dcf2889f77af951f590850c
https://www.siteground.com/index.htm?afcode=b3115c218dcf2889f77af951f590850c
https://www.siteground.com/index.htm?afcode=b3115c218dcf2889f77af951f590850c
https://www.siteground.com/index.htm?afcode=b3115c218dcf2889f77af951f590850c


W H A T  I S  W O R D P R E S S ?

Websites use a simple
CMS (content
management system)
which enables you to
to publish and manage
content and images on
a website. 
 
WordPress is a
blogging platform but
is so versatile that
many developers use it
to build complete
websites.  You can
add pages, blog posts
and more without
needing technical
knowledge. 
 
 

You will need to install WordPress to
your hosting package. Don't worry if
you missed the step where it asks you to
check the box to install it .  I did at the
beginning because of my excitement to
start and totally bypassed this step.
SiteGround was able to do it for me
immediately. All I had to do was ask
through their support chat. 

You will need to set it  up with a
username and password. Once you log
in you will see a default template when
you visit your website address. If you
forget your wordpress account
dashboard link just add /wp-admin to
the end of your domain address
(Example:
www.yourblogdomain.com/wp-admin
and that will take you right to your
dashboard once you log in. 

Once you have your WordPress all set
up you can start browsing themes to
use. This is my favorite part. There are
tons of free themes which are perfect
just getting started. You can always
purchase a paid theme once you are
familiar with WordPress so take your
time and really see what theme works
for your website. If you really want to
customize your website you can also use
a drag and drop method such as
Elementor which is what I use and will
never go back to premade themes again.
I love creating my own website
templates. 

W O R D P R E S S
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https://www.siteground.com/index.htm?afcode=b3115c218dcf2889f77af951f590850c
https://trk.elementor.com/jr89ucbh5pij
https://elementor.com/?ref=11379


Choosing a Logo that works...

Your logo should be designed with a few things
in mind. Who is the client? Who are your
readers? What does your blog or website
represent? 

Ordinarily you will need a few variations of your
logo for your website. This includes your main
logo that you want for your homepage and social
media accounts. Your favicon is to visualize the
website’s main functions in one little image. It
represents your website. 
A submark is an alternate version of your logo.
It is inspired by your main logo.

If you are the creative type who likes to design
graphics that I encourage you to design your own
logo using a program such as PicMonkey or
Canva. Both have free trial versions you can use
to play around with different elements, fonts and
colors. 

LOGO DESIGN
Branding
Your brand is a

combination of your
logo, colors, visuals and

personality. 
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Look at other websites
and blogs that you

admire to see which
color combinations

stand out to you so that
you can create your
brand board with a

similar color palette.
You can use Canva for

this. 

https://www.canva.com/join/warmly-cat-leg
https://www.canva.com/join/warmly-cat-leg


Your HomePage

A short statement explaining what your
website is about that is simple and to the
point. 
Categories that help readers find content that
is relevant to what they are looking for.
A search box near top of screen usually found
in the upper right hand corner. It is not
required obviously but helpful to some readers
who would like to search your site for specific
content. 
Menu bar to show readers what categories and
content is available for them on your website. 

Your homepage is considered the most important
part of a website and for good reason. It is the
first official page of a website and the first page
readers see. 

Your Homepage should include: Update your
Homepage

often to show
the website is

active.

About Me area with a snippet of your bio and
professional image of you to introduce who you
are and how you can help them.
Social Media links so readers can easily find your
social media accounts and follow them. 
Recent blog posts with date.
Feel free to do some research and look at other
blogger's homepages to see what ideas they have. 

Some other ideas for your Homepage include:
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ABOUT ME PAGE
WHAT CAN THEY EXPECT
FROM YOUR BLOG?

Your About Me page needs to be
authentic and honest. Stay away
from words like "expert" which
means nothing unless you can
prove it. 

Tell your story of why you are
here but don't ramble on and on
because your readers may lose
interest after a few too many
details and leave your website. 

Stick to the important things and
keep it simple. WHAT MAKES YOU

UNIQUE?

Another good example of a
relatable about me page includes
a challenge that you had to
overcome and how you can help
them through this same
challenge with the things you
learned along the way. 

Readers like to find information
to solve a problem. Your blog
may have that solution to their
problem.  - 7 -



CONGRATS YOU ARE A
BLOGGER!

Now that you have set up your
blog or website you are ready to
start writing your first blog post. 
Before you write a word of your
first blog post I encourage you
to spend time reading other
blogger's blog posts. What
makes them so popular? What
type of personality do you see
coming through their writing?
What do you think makes them
successful? Do they offer
products? 

Once you get a feel for writing a
blog post you should get at least
10 well written posts up on your
website. 
 
This should be done before you
tell your friends and family
about your blog and before you
share your blog on social media. 
 
Write blog posts at least 2-3
times a week if possible. Come
up with a consistent routine and
stick with a schedule that works
for you. 

While it will take a few months
to get traffic to your new blog, if
you keep writing, over time you
will see your traffic start to
grow. Once your content starts
ranking with Google with good
keywords and SEO then you will
see growth every month. 
 
I wrote a blog post about all the
blogging books that helped me
when I was starting out. You can
find the post at
simplicitybylorena.com for more
info on those super helpful
books for beginners. 
 
Now that you have the base for
blogging, you are ready.
 Happy Blogging! 
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Blogger Resources

SiteGround 

 *I MAY PARTNER WITH OTHER BUSINESSES OR
BECOME PART OF DIFFERENT AFFILIATE MARKETING
PROGRAMS WHOSE PRODUCTS OR SERVICES MAY BE
PROMOTED OR ADVERTISED ON THE WEBSITE IN
EXCHANGE FOR COMMISSIONS AND/OR FINANCIAL
REWARDS WHEN YOU CLICK AND/OR PURCHASE
THOSE PRODUCTS OR SERVICES THROUGH OUR
AFFILIATE LINKS. WE WILL RECEIVE A COMMISSION IF
YOU MAKE A PURCHASE THROUGH OUR AFFILIATE
LINK AT NO EXTRA COST TO YOU. 

Canva

Elementor 

 *AFFILIATE LINKS 

https://www.siteground.com/index.htm?afcode=b3115c218dcf2889f77af951f590850c
https://www.siteground.com/index.htm?afcode=b3115c218dcf2889f77af951f590850c
https://www.siteground.com/index.htm?afcode=b3115c218dcf2889f77af951f590850c
https://www.siteground.com/index.htm?afcode=b3115c218dcf2889f77af951f590850c
https://www.canva.com/join/warmly-cat-leg
https://www.canva.com/join/warmly-cat-leg
https://trk.elementor.com/jr89ucbh5pij
https://trk.elementor.com/jr89ucbh5pij
https://www.siteground.com/index.htm?afcode=b3115c218dcf2889f77af951f590850c


I am a freelance website designer located in Tucson, Arizona and

also a full-time working Mom in the dental field as VP of

Operations for a company that owns multiple dental offices.  I

work with entrepreneurs and small businesses to create modern,

customized and user-friendly websites and blogs for their

business. 

For more details please visit my website at llwebdesignllc.com

LORENA LUCERO

https://llwebdesignllc.com/



